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From 1he noles of the piy in 1he early morn, we are
reminded that bog &illing time & at band.

The Quecnro Coundy Sentinel. December 16. 1897.

Fosters Meadow was an arca at the tail of the
Hempstead plains, which incorporated modern
day Elmont and parts of North Valley Stream,
Laurclion, Rosedale and Spring:icid. Beginning

in the 18505. the area and nearby parts ol

Franklin Square and Valley Stream were scttled
by German immigrants who cstablished farms

TRE ST o Farming'
in the Late 19" and Early
20" Centuries:

-

The Experience of Fosters Meadow

by Paul W. Hoffman

1]

that provided produce for the large citics to the
west.' They were atrracted to the area not only [or
its fMable soil. burt also for its access to markers.
Subsequent to the opening of the Erie Canal in
1825 snd the inllux of inexpensive grains and cere-
als from the Midwesr, larmers in the area turned
to market gardeming. which was also known as

Tbis page: The March farm on Central Avenue in Valley Stream.
Note the windmill used to drive the irfization pumpa and the
absencc ol eleciric lines. Wernitt da bobuer Collection.
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truck farming. The (armers delivered their [resh
vegerables by horse drawn wagons to the markers
in the City of Brooklyn, which were originally at
the (oot of Fulton Street but relocated to a site on
Wallabout Bay in 1884."

Farming was and s today an arduous and per-
ilous task. Risks are taken everyday, starting with
the financial risk that the {armer will receive a
greater payment for his crops than the amount he
invests in the efflort to plant, grow and marker
them. Io addition to the financial risks, there are
physical risks 1o the farmer, his family and his live-
stock. This study encompasses a period beginning
around 1870 and ¢nding by 1910. Although there
were advances in agriculrural equipment, farming
practices did not change drastically during that
period, though they did soon after with the arrival

of electricity and the replacement of market wag-

.

A ﬁjny loaded market wagon ready for the irip west. 2
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ons with trucks. To better understand the perils
(acing the farmer, we should first understand what
they were producing.

A good picture of the farms of Fosters Meadow
comes from informanon contained in the 1870 fed-
eral census. Besides the moye familiar population
statistics contained in the census, there are sepa-
rate agricultural schedules which required the cen-
sus enumerator to ask over fifty questions about
farm assers and annual production. Thirty-four
German farmers have been identified in the
Fosters Mcadow area listed on those schedules.
Their average (arm consisted of approximately
twenty-cight acres of improved Jand, ranging from
a six-acre farm of Charlie Kiesel to ninety acres for
Herman Sappelt. Some of the farms included
woodlands and other unimproved land. The aver-
age farm was valued at nearly $5.000; farm
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Horsedrawn steamer puvmper in operat ion nt a Gre in Clmont, 1914 Franklin Spuare Huatorival Socrery.

machinery and implements assessed at less than
$300; livestock valued at $420; and the estimated
value of all farm production was approximately
$1,800 per year. Horses were an important part of
the working (arm, not only o pull plows ard (arm
carts, but also to haul the p)'oduce to market. All of
the farmers bad at least one horse with some own-
ing as many as five. None of the farmers used
oxen, but two had teams of two mules or asses. All
kept milk cows wich five being the largest herd.
Butter, rather than milk, was the cash crop with an
average annual production of over one hundred
ten pounds. Most of the farmers kept pigs, but
none more than six. Almost all farms raised Indian
corn, averaging over 200 bushels, and Irish pota-

toes (as opposed (o sweet potatoes) ol over 275

6

bushels. Hay, rye and oats were raised and proba-
bly sold as livestock feed. Some winter whear,
bUCl\'\Vheat, pEQS Zlnd beans were ]'aised, but tl]e
largest crop was grouped under the heading of
"Produce of market gardens.” This included car-
rots and cabbages, lettuce and squash, and all the
(resh vegetables bound for the tables of Brooklyn
and New York City. The average annual value of
this market produce was approximately $850,
while that of the animals slaughtered or sold for
slaughter was $120. Not surprisingly, the vanery of
crops raised was very similar from farm to farm.
Flowever, Joseph Roeckel produced four pounds
of beeswax and cight pounds of honey, while
Anton Roeckel produced one bushel of clover
seed, tour bushels of grass seed, $25 of forest prod-
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ucts and four gallons of wine in addition to the
more mundane cereals and vegetables.’ Although
this research only included German farmers, the
data is not significantly different from that of their
neighbors who descended from English and
Dutch populations.

The misfortune of Joseph Schroeher provides
evidence of cthe holdings of a Fosters Meadow
farm of the period. Schrocher, ol Washingron
Square (now Franklin Square) defaulted on a
chartel mortgage that was apparently secured by
all his equipment, livestock and crops. The adver-
tisement for the auction ol his property on
February 24, 1897 sets out the items for sale:

1 gray horse, 1 black horse, | bay horse, team of
mules (black and roan), Jersey cow, 5 pigs, 25 chick-
ens, 2 4-basket-rack marker wagons, | 2-seat wagon.
express wagon, farm cart, pr. Hay shelvings, buck-
board wagon, 2 sets heavy dbl. Harness, set single do
[ditto] cart harness, potato planter, wheelhoe, 3 2-
horse plows, 1 Boss plow, 2 cultivators, 2 harrows,
grindstone, lot double and single. whiffiegrces. neck
yokes, wagon cover, 25 patato baskets, 25 tomato
crates, 4 hot-bed lrames, ladders, 8 straw maws, 4
market blankets, lot forks, hocs, shovels. spades.
picl{s. crowbars, clevises (sic). rope, chain, &c. 500
bu. Corn. 50 bu. Russia turnips, 9 rows cabbage, 50
bu. Potatoes, 100 bu. Carrots, 100 bu. White wurnips,
mow ol hay, mow of rye straw, all corn stalks inside
and antside of bam. 14 bu. Pride of the Market peas,
grown from the D.M. Ferry & Co.’s stock.”

The every day successes involved with farming
were rarely recorded. Farmers rarely recorded
information along the lines of— Decided to thin
the parsley today and finished before dinver.— Tt
is the unusual and the misfortunes that may be
captured by contemporary recorders. Such entries
and anecdotes can give us a glimpse of the pitfalls

e e B o mrarn sowurces fave

and other open _ﬂames. The arrival of e]ectrici}y to

SAP: The diaries ol
Robert Sappelt
QCS: The Quecna County Sentinel
HS:  The Hoempsicad Sentinel’
LID: The Long Lsland Democrat’
HIl:  The Hempatead Inquirer’
WEATHER
The traditional best friend and worst enemy of
the farmer is the weather. It is probably the most
talleed about, yet least controllable, aspect of earn-
ing a living from the soil.
SAP: August 22, 1881. [tz very dry. The jl ca bee-
Hea are caling everything.
SAP: September 7, 1881. /1 iu hot and 2)/‘_y. 108
deyrecs (n the afternoon.
SAP: October 5, 1881. Cold wind. Everything froze

laat night, cven the cabbage.

SADP: March 12, 1888. Bz had the biggest unowstorm
nn 20 yeara.. [ntd the 19 nobody conld orive to market.
(This to the storm known an ihe “Blizzard of 88”).

SAP: December, 1893. W bad a very bad year,
becaude from the beginning of May untid the middle of
September, we bad very liltle racn.

HS: August 6, 1902. /\/':u'/m[alm:w are rz)[l‘in_g, /mt)ly,

HS: July 14, 1904. Early potatoes are rotting in
sone frelos,

iR

Farmhouses and all out buildings were made of

wood. The barns contained highly flammable hay,

straw and other materials that made (hem the

greatest tisk, whether from natural causes such as
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D. L. Van Nourrl.un. - - AuocUoneer.

Auoﬁon Sale

Horses, Cows Pigs,

Poultry, anon. Rarsesa, Gu!l, Prodace,
GORN STALKS. RYL STRAW,
FARMING _UTENSILS, ETC.

NOTIOE OF MORTUAGE BALE.

Notiae is heveby-givon. that, -detault haviog :

been made 1n yment. a6co to the
torma thereof, of tha amount secured & ¢ceor-
mM chattel mortgage executed by Joseph

roer to John R. Burtis, dated the sixth day
of January, 1A97, and Njed in the ofMoe of tho

Town Clork of the town of Hem d on tho
noventh day of January, J ox for
sale at bl Au by vlrtno of sald Mort-

ange and the power of sale containad therein.
O

Wednesday, the 34th-Day of PFeb., 1397,

At 10 0'slock 1p the Igrendomn, at the res-
fdence of Joseph Bohroer, aftuated at

Washington BSguare, L. I.

On the He mtnd Tumpike, one mile west
of Hempstead, the property described in gaid
Mortgage. aa follows;

1 gray hores, 1 black h 1huhorna. torm
of mules. {black and roan). Joerdey cow, & pige,
?ﬂrmt B, T-busksat-rack market ODR,

~-GCAL W O » R
hay shelvings, bua wagon, &fﬁ hemy
g? harnens, set aingle do. harneqs.

planter. wheaallice, 3 3-ho
w, 2 qultivators, 2 Iurro
guble and olngio whltnetmoa. neck yo e-;.

n oover basketa, 28 tomato’

orates, 4 hot-f:od tnmea. laddern, sstraw mafa.
& market blank forks, hoes, shgvels.
Amdm. Bmhnhumm-. rope. chain,

bd. Russia, toarnips.  rows.

b"ﬁ‘ 160 ba. earrots, 100
t,eturnipn. mo'{mot hay, mow of rye
e&mwuall)l corn utul tde :b_nd outsido of
M. pea.s. rowQR
from tba Ds ?Cb.l K. &

%&Wﬁ ride, l.'ll'... o
uotioneer.

D.L. VmNad:lId.A

Advertisement for the sale of Joseph Schroer’s

livestock and farm cquipment and implements.
The Hempxtead Tnquirer. Frbroaaury 19, 1897,

SAP: July 12, 1893, Jine. Barbls barn burned down

Jor the second time.

SAP: September 3, 1899. Lightuing struck and
burnl down Sanviwe! Krumpienackerl barn in Spn.'n._qjiz/f). 2

horaes and 2 cowas perished.

HS: September 12, 190). The caplosion of a lightcd
lantern n the barn of Henry Hartman, on Thursday
erening of last week, caused the /)u[ﬁ)[ng to take fire and i
an bour or two, the utructure wao (7¢'(Jl'roy¢’(). Horocs and
wagonds were saved, while a quantity of hay and three scts of
barncas were congunicd. Loos $730; cnonrance $591.

HS: December 1, 1904. A couple of bty loads of corn
atalky bad just been stacked upon the premises of Joseph
Sehracder’s the other aflernoon when a fire broke ownt and
totally destroyed the entire lol. The neighbors bad lively

work in aaving the barns and dwelling.
THE MARKET TEAM

The farmer's most prized asset was the team of
horses that drew the market wagon full of produce.
A good team might be spared the labor of plowing
and other farm chores and used almost exclusively
for the trip to market. The farmer and team would
set out in the cvening with a fully packed, carefully
balanced load. The farmer might stop at a livery sta-
ble west of Jamaica during the night to water his
animals or exchange his team for a fresh one for the
ﬁnal ]eg_ to Br()o](l}’n. Thc or;ginal team WOUI(‘I be
picked up on the return home the following dax.
Stories passed down by a number of farming families
report that a good team could return to its barn with
the farmer asleep in the wagon.” Reporrs of the
dcath or injury of a good market horse were more
likely to be recorded than death or injury of a hired

hand.

HS: September 28, 1899. M. Nicholas Hocffner Las
one of bt market borocs last week. The animal wav kicke?!
by buw miate in the stable, bad brs leg broken and otheragar
ijured.

HS: July 11, 1900. Mr. Jobn Hoffman lost one of be-

valuable market borses lavt week. The animal in vome v
broke it leg in the stable, death resulling.

HS: August 23, 1900. One of HMr. Antborw
Rottkamp s market boracs displaced bes vlifl c-bone in thr
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Wallaboutr Marker in Brooklyn around 1920, capturing the market during the transition from borsedrawwn market wagons to

motor trucks. 0/ Brookiyn in early pbotograpbs [885-1920,

atable at markel, Wedneaday night. The marketman wad
obliged to leace bim.

HS: August 29, 1901. One of Uncle Nicholas
Hoeffner s bores dicd while at market last Friday, from
colic. The animal wa.i the most valuable one owned by Mr.

Hoelfncr.
HS: July 14, 1904. Daniel Hoeffners bay mare, a fine

markel borse, ran a nad in ber boof a Jew daye ago. She

bas becn draabled since bul i believed to be recovering.
OTHER ANIMALS

Horses were not the only large animals that
caused problems for the farmer. Bulls and cows
had their share of troubles, aithough there were
few stories about the pigs.

QCS: January 13, 1898. When A/r. Authony
Rottkamp arose on Monday morning, be docovered bis two
cows had broken out of their enclosure. On looking around,
be found onc at a neighbory, the other had fallen down a
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cesapool some Len feel. With the avswlance of a pulley and

netghbors, the cow was with difficulty removed.

SAP: November 8, 1887. Andreas Maicr was gored
by our bull. He 2ied on the 9 41D wag buricd on the 10t
in Fosters Meadow Cemelery,

SAP: November 21, 1B87. The bull put a bole into
Lhe front /::y of the white horve Jack.

SAP: December 1, 1887. The bull gored Ferdinand
[Schniitt] in 149 different places.

SAP: December 26, 1887, The bull was bruichered.
THIEVES

In rural areas of these times, just about everyone
had a few chickens in their yard. Even when the
farmers did not raise enough to justify a trip to
market, chickens and other fowl were raised for
the farm’s own egg and meat consumption. The
poultry seemed 1o be the favorite target of thieves,
both the two-legged and the four-legged variety.



HS: June 28, 1900. Laut Friday cvening some one
endered the bennery on e premises of Mr. Andrew Krauw
and ulole the entire lot of Jowl, 35 in number. The thicves
Left ne cluc.

HS: April 25, 1901. Andrew Kraus was awakened by a
nowe that procecded from hin chicken house Sunday night.
11 arose and Look bid gun to tnveatigate, He /orl.uf) that a
Dog baa visited the boive and ale the best rooster in the fl ock
and bad returned for more, Ar. Kraus promptly emptied
the contents of the gun into lhe canine, which broke (ts leg

and shattered its jaw.

HS: October 15, 1903, Fuiftcen of the finest beads of
cabbage in T.C. Hendrickoons garden jumped the fence last
Thuraday night. Whether the Guineas went with them or
aome olher falk./ has not vel been determined.

LID: December 1, 1903. Anthony Hocffneri hen-
nery wads cntered the other night and every fowl taken, some
thirty in mumber. The chickenys roosting in the trees were

YY)

HS: March 24, 1904. Last Sunday night, Autbony
Rottkamp bad a rnumber of geesc killed and mangled by
dogs. Daniel Hocfiner lost a turkey the same way. The dogs
are still at large.

HS: August 1, 1907. Sevcral nights last week two
atrange doge played havoe with chickens belonying to Frank
Wicks, Henry Zimumer, Frank Hartman, Charles Gocller,
Leo Green, George Froeblich, Father Zeller, Henry
Hartman, Jobn Hoffman and Henry Hoeffrer, It ut said
that nearly Lwo bundred bead of fowl were killed. The yard
of George Kaa waa entered but i lzg[y [m/lz)og ted near the
bennery vaved bis fowl. One of the curs was shot by
Benjaniin Rottkamp.

ACCIDENTS AND INJURIES IN THE FIELDS

Farming has always been a dangerous occupa-
tiOI'L Both natural phenomena a.nd Simple n\achin'
ery could cause severe damage.

SAP: May 24, 1873. Saturday mght at 3:30 o'clock
lightning struck on our feld and kidled Henry Holder and
gave a bead injury to David Henker. They were cutling

{IJ,D(II‘{ISH(J.

SAP: January 28, 1889. Voorbu Mount cut off 2 fin-
gers wilh the feed cutling machine.

10

HS: May 17, 1900. Mauter Pbilip Hocffner of Little
Neck, grandson of Jr. Nicholas Hoeffrer, met with a scri-
ows aceident last ook, He was canght in the horsepower
machinery which bus father was wing in drawing water. He
waus with difficelty reccued. His arm wau terribly mangled.
It wao thought on account of blood powon setting in, the
arny would bave to be umpudaied, but lost reports under the
treatment of Dr. Fenestercr, the little fellow w doing nicely.

SAP: February 24, 1904. Arender Smith won of
Rockvddle Centre was buried alive in a carrot pil and i

dead).
COLLISION WITH MODERN TIMES

At the tuen of the 20th century, newer and faster
mcans of transportation were being introduced.
Railroads were being built and trolley lines were
becoming prevalent, especially in Queens and
Kings countics. The farmer in his horse drawn
wagon pr0vcd notr up for a head-to-head match.
The encounter could be faral.

HS: November 16, 1899. Andrew Kraws of this
place, while Iriving a wagon lvaded with produce to market
laat week, was run into by a trolley car in the vicinity of
Ridgewood. Both wagon and car were going in lhe same
direction and it was when Mr. Kraiw tricd te turn out of the
way that 1he car atruck the rear of the wagon, lhrowing
wagon and borses to one «ide, the wagon on top of enc of the
horocs, breaking ito back and injuring the animal wo that i
died. Mr. Kraws fortunately escaped injury. The wagon was
not a0 badly damageo.

HS: August 28, 1900. The Brooklyn Times vays
that John Helfrich, a produce dealer of Elmont, was struck
by a Hyrtle Aoenue trolley on Monday afternoon while on
bis way bome. When near Richmond Hill on the right
track the wheels o/ln pﬂ‘w[ug van cmtg/)[ the f/‘om‘ wheel of
bis wagon, the collision lhrowing the horoe in front of an
approac/zl‘n_q wedtbornd /'rol/gy. Hz:{fm'/;/) waa thrown /Je{w[[y
to the pavement, but edcaped with a few bruises. The wagon
was not damaged to any great extenl. The borse was cut
@nd bruised and may have Lo be vhol.

HS: June [3, 1907. Jobhn Stattle, son of George
Stattle, while on bia way to markel wilb a team and loaded
wagon, was run into near Cochran Boulevard, west of

Jamadca, by a car of the B.R.T. The wagon was struck in
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Jronl, Jemoliohing onc of Hhe wheeld,
throwing Mr. Statile upon the
macadam. He ltanded on biv bead and
wae rendered nnconsclons for veveral
bouro. He was removed to St. Marylh
Hoopital in Jamaica, where his con-
Adtion (s quile aerious. When the
turnoul waos obruck one of the boroce
fra'() [tm‘{f and dashed awn Y, the olher
animal being fasl was drawn yuete a
divtance. Both animals were njured.
The contents oj' the load were atrewn

over the bighway.

HS: July 15, 1909. Joueph
Hartman, 35 years 0old, a farmer of
Central Avenue, had a narrow cscape
»/)'am dealh lan Salw‘r?ay, ad be wan
Ariving huy farm wagon and a team of
borses acroad the raidroad track.s at
St. Albane. He 2id not bear an
approaching train whick struck the
near bharae, kitling hoth, and threw
Alr. Hartman some distance from the
wreck, causing a compound fracture
of the leg below the right knee and a
pousthle fracture of the skull. He was
taken to St. Marys Hoapital.

HI: November 24, 1899. Anton
Kramenacher [Krummenacker], a
Jarmer of Foalers Meadow, was wlruck
by a trolley car al Janaica on Friday
and receioed fatal injurico. That death
wae not instantancows (o remarkable.
With bis cheat bone sbattered, four
ribs fractured and bis collar bone bro-
ken in two places, the farmer droee 1o
the Wallabout market tn Brooklyn,
and 0old his load of vegetables. He
then drove to St Catherine!s Hospital
and aiked ta be fixed up in a burry,’
ad be wanted to burry home to bis wife
and eight children. [e was detained at
1he hoopital and dicd there Sunday
morning. Kramenacher was alx feet

three inches tall and proportionately
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beavy. He left bio home carly Friday
cvening and alopped al a bolel near
Jamarca that night lo water bis hors-
co. He was bolding bus borses when the
Lrolley car otruck bini. Perions at the
bolel advieed bim 1o dlscontinue hi
Journey 1o 1he market, but be made
light of bty injurics and drove away.
He wao /nwy al the market untid noon
on S(ztur})ay. He then drove to Hhe

hospital. Fio wife was summoned to

Dl hedaide.

Dr. Cavey of St. Catherines
Hoapital vaid: “T 0id not suppode lhat
any man could go aboul and attend to
business after recctving suck vyurics,
but Krumenacher was a model of per-
Ject phyutcal manhbood. He wad thirty-
cight years old and large and beallby.
His will power must bave been ¢qual
to bus physical atrength. He may bave
bastiened hia death by going abouwt
after be waa burt, but I doubt that biv
Ufe could bave been vaved even though
be had recetved proper care and treat-

ment at once.”

These reports chronicle just
some of the prob]ems that beset
the farmer. These troubles and
others such as crop prices, dis-
eases and Fungus, development
pres-ures, and conditions of the
roads make agriculture a tough
and demanding way to make a
living even toda_y. However, the
area chat was once Foscters
Meadow continued to be a
vibrant farming community unal
the middle of the rwentieth cen-
tury. Eventually, it succumbed
to development pressures and to
lower crop prices, brought
about by cheap vegetables arriv-
ing at its markets in relrigerated

trains and trucks from areas in

the South.

Paul W. Hoffman lives in
Jamesport. Light of buw great-yreat-
grandparents, Joseph Hoffmann and
Carolina Geiger, Jobann Hacrzx
[HMarch] and Eva Geid, Nicklaws
Kretucher and Gertrud Becker,
Fricdrich Relocrt and Margarcetbha
Knoblawch, were among the oreginal

German farmers of Fosters Meadow.
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