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Tun oRrcrr{s AND TRAr{sFoRraArroN

OF A Gn,nrnAI\ HITuNG CoIIMUI{ITY
f3-r'Paul W. Hoflinan

Ge,rman emigration to the Linitetl States began

in'thc Colonial Periocl r. l 'hen thousands o['German

speakers disernbarked in seacoast cit ies, especiallv

Philadetpfi ia. Frorn here, they spread rvestrvard

ur.l 'so,i i 'hrt*rcl, clorvn the Creat \ ' :r l le.v through

i\Iarylanci, \r irginia and inio North Carolina. The

se.rond g'reat \4avc of Gcrman emigration beg;in in

the 18{0.*  and ran st rons unt i l  Germanv rvas uni -

hecl  rn l t i r 'U.

Louc Israr,sn Fonuu . SUMMER 2OOl

As rras true ol the other rnass misrations l'rom
, , - r f '
l9rn century Europe,  the Port  of  Nerry York was

also a primarv pl;rce of entry. I)uring this time, ;r

l : r rge GermiLn-speaking neighborhood developed

orr the Lor.ver liast Side of illanhattan, belcnr' l4ttr

Sricoxn Srui Borrmcr Crruucn BUu.,DINC
(1869-1968). Cosrrnxt oN rHb: r.F:Fr.

Rl,:clonv oN THlt RrGt.r'f. c. E.{RLy 20'rs clnlunr'.
n4t.rt wa HoFnvAN
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S t r c c , t .  
' l ' h e  

a r e a  \ \ i a s  c a l l c c l

J{ / r ' in t ) t t t t , ' t : / t la t t t : ) ,  or  L i t t lc
( l e r m a n . r r ,  a n d  t h e  n e w c o m c r s

l ; r , r i l t  a  s c r < : i e t , y ' i n  r r , h i c h  t h c v

r . r . c r c  i a rn i l i a r '  ; r nd  comf i r r t : r l r l c .

I lrrt:. nran.r' an i lnnris'r;rnt l irrnil.,,,

r r r a d e  r h c i r  i ' i r s t  h o m c  i n  t h e

- \ c q "  \ \ o r l d .  A i ' t c r  s e e l < i r r g

enl;rl,-,r. 'rncnt in []re ci11.. ancl . 'rr '-

ing 'encrugh to buy lancl ,  m; ln. \ ,  o i

r hese  i r n rn ig ra :1 t s  moved  ro  rhe

c n u n t r v s i r l e .  T h e  s t t : r \ j  c l i '
( - ] e r rnan  i r nm ig ran ts  se r r i r r g  ou1

to thc \ \ i< :s t  v ia \ \ !agon,  s tagtr -

co:r<:h or tro;rt :rnd trargc uJr thc

I  Iur ls<:n Riverr  to  thc I t r ie  Canal

is  u.e l l  l . r r rov 'n.  Man.r ,  ( )erman

f i r n r i ng  commun i t i es  i n  I nd iana ,

\ \ , ' i s cons in  anc l  , \ l i nncso ta  go t

t l r e i r  s t a r t  l ' r o m  t h < : s e  u . h o

1:a ssed tlrr<ru gh l{ I t: I t t i)t tt 1,,t: l t I an l.

\\ ihiit is less l inttrvn is t l 're storv

o l  t hose  i r n r l i g r ; r n l s  u ' ho  t r - r c rh

t l re i r  s ta l<e anci  a s in i i lar  drean.r

and l rcar lcd cast  t ( )  I .ong Is l .Tncl

u ' i th  a f rnal  desr inar ion * . i r l . r in  a

one  d ; r r  \ \ : i i gon  t r i J r  { ' r om

i \ ' I ; rnhat tan.  ( )nt :  s i rch dest ina-

tion rvas l:<>stcrs ,\'1t:aclou'.

Ii'osters ,\'1ea<:lc'n' 1\as an ;lrea

i n  t h e  l , r ' c s t e r n  t a i l  o f  t h e

H e n r p s t e a c i  P l a i n s .  I t  c n c o m -

passeci  the present  day v i l lage o|

I l lmon t ,  r , , ' i t l . r  pa r t s  o f  No r th

V a l l e v  S t r e a m ,  R o s e d a l c ,

I - t rure l ton and Spr ingfre lc l ,  ancl

inc ludcd land in both the Tor .vns

c ' , { '  I {cmJrstc; rd and Jarr ra ica.  I t

h a d  b e e n  a  p a s t u r e l a n d  a n c l

l a r m i n g  c o r n m r : n i 1 r ,  s i n c c r  ( l r e

l / th  cent , " , r . r ,  u ,hen t lvo broth-

e rs ,  Tho rnas  and  Chr i s tophe r

Foster, purcl-rased the lalge tract

of ' l : rnc j . '  ln  1850,  fami l ies bear-

ing wel l -esurbl ishcd Engl ish ancl

D r " r t ch  I ' am i l y  names  such  ; r s

I { e n d r i c k s o n ,  V a n  N o s t r a n d ,
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SHop & SuppoRr
HrsroRrc RBsroRArroN

& PnocRAMMTNG
LI MUSEUM Sronns l\ow

Ox-LrNE AT
ww"w.liheritageshop.com

Uniqe Cifts , Memorabilia . Local Books . Artwork
Holidry Ornaments . Clothing . Caps .

Heritage Merchandise Toys . Gifts . Cift Certi cltes
Posters . Fine Crafts

Fronr thc mLseum stores opcratcd by the
Friends for Long lsland's Heritage, including the Big Duck,
5t. lamcs CcncralStore, Old Bethpage Village Restoration,

and Cradle of Aviation Museum
' Crt's lvlmwl collcctible of the Cradlc of Aviation Aerospace

5t. lames Ceneral Store Flormr Roll enrollment
. l-larxi carval decr:ys by loc.al Civil War cra toys

craftsnun fhulMicaili "Old Time Baseball" poster by
. 'Darqlevils 

and Dreamcrs," Vallcy Strem artist Ddniel Sdmon
a PBS documentary about Ll Avialors

Slxlp www.liheritageshop.conr torJayl f,x die:o{nt ror nrnrbers o{ rhr F txk fs LonE btads Hstate

L2 Lotrlc Israruo Fonuna . SUMMER 2OOl



. i s  e n d  \ \ ' r i g h t  u ' c r c  l i v i n g

; L : ; ' : .  . \ t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e r e  . . r ' e r e

; : . ' :  4 ] ;1 '1n1n born  f 'a rmcrs  in  the

- , r n l i ' . r J o s e r ; h  I {ph  l { oeckc l  on
- , i e r r i t - - l <  

&  Jama ica  P lank

, : i  l bu t  ove r  t he  nex t  I i f t . 1 '

i i .  I ' -osters Meadou'  became
i r - , i nun i t v  w i t h  a  d i s t i nc t l . y ,
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'  l :r r:zan []z*,or.

i l  is easr.' to understand wh.y
" : . : i : : . ica \ \ 'as at t r : rc t iv( j  to  tarm-

t : i  . i i  t ha t  t ime .  
' [ i r r np i kcs  

and
- , : , ; ,  r o a d s  c a l l e d  p l a n k  r o a d s
.  - : ' -  la id out  dur ing the middle

: , i  t i r e  n in teen th  cen tu r ' 1 ' .  La rge

:1r : r i - :s  , : r f  r ' , 'ood lvcrc la id on a

r r : a d e d  r o a d b e d  i n  o r d e r  t o

;;aiie travcl faster and more elfi-

" : ! rnt  t l ' ran on nruddy and r r . r t ted

, ; ; r E  r o a d s .  T h e  N e w  Y o r k

l.r-islature hacl p:rssc,,1 ;r lar.r, in

1  i -  r -  au tho r i z i ng  t he  c :o r r s t ruc -

: l r r n  o [ -  p l an l .  r oac l s ,  and  1850

.a t '  t hg  beg inn ing  o { ' cons t ruc -

t i o n  o { '  t l r e  . i a m a i < ' a  ; r n d

B r o o k l y n  P l a n k  R o a d . ' l ' h e

unot{ rc ia l  nor thern and southern

"boundar y for F-osters .Nleadou'
r n ' e r e  t h e  H e m p s t c a d  a n d

.Jama ic : r  P lank  Roac l  a r . r c l  t he

J l e r r i c k  a n d  J a m a i c : r  P l a n k

Roacl .  These ro; rds opened dur-

ing thc decade of  the 1850s and

p rov ided  access  to  t he  road  to

Brooklyn. ' '  B.y leaving h is  farm

in the evening,  s t . rpping once to
g.'ater the horscs, a f 'armcr u'ith

a  s tu rdy  marke t  wagon  and  a

s t r o n g  t c a m  o f  h o r s e s  c o u l d

make the fifteen mile trip lrorrr

Fosters N{eadou' to the produce

m a r k e t s  a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  F u l t o n

F:
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VISIT THE

STJAMES
GENERAL STORE

SINCE 185?
THE OLDEST OPERATING GENERAL STORE

IN THE UNITED STATES

sEE IT JUST AS IT WAS IN 1890-1910
QUALITY ME,RCHANDISE & FINE FOODSTUFFS

Jams & Jellies
Penny Candy

Teas & Coffees
Tinware

Hand Made Quilts

Handmade Decoys
Folk Tovs

Tavern Puzzles
Salt Glazed Pottery

Local Crafts

Over 400 Book Titles in Stock
OPEN EVERY DAY 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Plentiful parking across {rom store
516 MORICHES ROAD, ST JAMES, LONG ISLAND

(63D 862-8333

Operated by
The Friends for Long lsland's Heritage - A Not for Profit

An Historic r3;:t'li'13:lntv or Surrork
Internet : www.ffl ih.org . E-mail: info@fflih.org

Lorrlc Isrnxn Fonuu o SuruveR 2OOl



L).$'ri or.' pt;Rcu,\sD Purrctr,rsliR Pnevtous nnsil;tixcr:

Iiebru:rr.v 25, lB50 lrriedri.'h Reisert City & County ol'Nerv Ycrrk

August 12, lB52 Philipp Barb Tor.vn of Neu'tor,r'n

..lanu;rry l, 1855 Jacob Felten lbwn of Neu'town

Ii'ebnrar.1, L 1B5i Johann Seufcrt Citr, & Countv o{ NeN,\brk

,{arch l, lBs-i Johann Krug' Town of Ne'a,town

.July 28, 185{ Joscph Hoffhan Citr' & Countv of Nerv Ycrrk

August 12, lB54 Simon Krunrrrrenacker Bushrvick, Kings Countv

Augtrst  17, lB54 Wilhelm Finn City & Countv .r f 'Nes'  York

May 7, lB55 .Ioh;rnn H:ruck Citv & C"r:untv of Ncvv V>rk

Novcrrrber 22, 1856 Johann Flatt Ciry o{'Brooklyn, Kings County

Septernber lB, 1860 Johann }larz Tow'n o{'Ner,r'tort'no

Street in thc City of Brooklyn, arriving at the mar-

ket belbre dau,n in plenty of t imc to meet the [ru.r,-

ers.

What made the area particularlv attractive lo

the ear ly  Gcrrrnan arr iva ls  is  more d i f f i . :u l t  t<r

determine.  Rv ex:rmin ing in i t ia l  l : rnd purchasc,s

nade between lB50 and 1860, we can see where

th is  grorrp had been pr ior  to  thei r  set t l ing in  the

F'osters .lV1eadou' arca, which lbr purposes ol:this

ar t ic le  wi l l  inc lude Val lev Stream and Frankl in

Square.

This table shou's that Fosters Meadorv w;rs not

an init ial destination for immigrants, but \,r.as the

se c 'oncl  or  th i rd s tep in  t rhat  process.  l r r iedr ich

Iteisert and Joseph l{oflmann had been butchers

in Klcinfuut,,c/t/nui) for a number of vears trefore

mov ing  the i r  f am i l i es  t o  t he  a rea . i  O the rs  had

worked as garc leners and larm laborers in  then

more rural Kings and Quecns O<>unties befbre set-

t l ing l rere.  
' [he 

c l ivers i ty  of  thei r  prev ious res i -

dences indicatcs that these new arrivals were not

moving as a group but  may have independent ly

chosen the location. These families and the families

o f  Johann  [ - l e rmann ,  Ph i l i pp  Ho f fne r ,  Johan

Peter Rath, Andreas Kraus, Nicklaus Kreischec

l 4

Adanr Reising and iltartin Muller, '"r 'ho all arrived

bv 1860, are tlre crore group rl 'ho established the

German  soc ia l  i ns t i t u t i ons  t ha t  mac le  t he  a rea

attractive to later arrivals *ho were originally fi'om
(lerman speaking lands. h'rom that sm:rl l start in

l85Cl, there i! 'cre over 250 German-born or chil-

d r e n  o {  G e r n ' r a n - b o r n ,  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  F o s t e r s

Meadow, area lry 1860.*

This is not to say that all the pioneer settlers

rvere unkno$'n to each other, since there is evi-

dcnce of extended lamily groups among the init ial

settlcrs. Simon Krummenacker, a native o{: Alsace,

ar:rived in dre area with fbur unmarried sons rang-

ing in  age f iom 19 to 30.  Wi th in a year ,  h is  son

Simon married Catharina, a daughter of Johann

Hermann. Five vears later, his brother Nicholas

married Cathar"inai sister, .\ lary Ann. This sig-

naled the beginning of the inter-marriarge within

this community which w'o.,ld continucr lbr at least

the next seventy-frve years,

Johann Krug came to the area with his rvif"e,

Catharina l{reischer: In 1860, her mother was liv-

ing n'ith them and both of Catharina's brothers,

Nicklaus and Georg Michael, and her half-brother

Georg Philipp Hack, were living nearbv. Gertrud

Lor.lc Isrnuo Fonuna o SUMMER 2OOl
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Tuu l.anmen's OLD Spor', Kals
;\ur;ttsr K,,tLR,

l{oru., FR,INrir,rN Squann,
Mn. Hor.rprEn, NIcKLALTi;

h'tto;l,t lr:r't r\ucus'r Klm, .1n.,
Ir{*ffiF ilrr}' 6a,Al., q #n*I 5;.

C)nc,r 1900.
Knutscl-tur.

Eecke r ,  w ' i f e  . r { :  N i ck laus

Kreischer,  had both a brothe,r

avrd a s is ter  rvho nrarr icd and

*ettled here. Bv the lB60'.s, t l 'rere

aa'ere. six separ:rte f;rmil ies l iving

in the Fnsters Me:rdo"v arc;r th:rt

l ve re  re la te< l  t h rough  the

l{reischcr/Recker marri:rge. t

' fhe 
f i rs t  rvave of  Cerman

i m m i g r a t i o n  t o  t h e  U n i t e d

Sratcs in rlie lgth century drero

hear.i lr '  from the southern and

wes te  rn  reg i , : ns  o f  Ge rn ran*

spea [< ing  [ i u r : ope  wh ich  u ' e re

prirnarily Catholic in religion.u A

r e v i e w  o f  c : h u r c h  r c c o r d s  i n

Fosters Meadorv indicates that

the  Ca tho l i c  popu la t i on  o f  i t s

scttlers vrr;r$ an even higher per-

centage and may have run as

h igh  as  80 -90 ( / c  o f  t he  t o ta l .

S , ron  a f t e r  t he i r  a r r i va l ,  t he

German settlcrs established the

socia l  inst i tu t ions v. i th  rvh ich

they were l 'amiliar. Among the

first of these u,as the lbrmation

of a German Catholic parish. In

August, 1854, thc first Mass in

Fosters Meadou' took pl:rce in

t h e  f a r m h o u s e  o f  J o s e p h

Ho f fmann  where  regu la r  se r -

v ices werc held unt i l  construc-

tion of a church building began

la te r  t ha t  vea r . "  Th i s  pa r i sh

rvould eventu l i ly  be cal led St .

Boniface in honor of the patron

saint of Cermanv. St. Boniface

Lorrrc IsrnNn FoRul.l . SUMMER 2OOl
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p a r i s h  w o u l d  r e m a i n  a  c e n t r a l

par t  of  th is  Cerman communi ty

F o r  m a n y . y e a r s .  I t  w o u l d  b e

s e r v e d  b y  p a s t o r s  b o r n  i n

G e r m a n . y  u n t i l  1 9 2 1 ,  a n d  s e r -

mons at the Sunday t{igh ,\ lass

u 'ere concluctec l  in  Gcrman wel l

i n to  rhe  20 th  cen tu ry .

The  P ro tes tan t  rn ino r i t . v  o f

t l ' re  Gelman res idenrs were nor

fh r  beh ind  i n  es tab l i sh ing  the i r

or.." 'n church. Serviccs vvere helcl

at various privatc resic{ences by

E v a n g c l i c a l  ( I . , u t h c r a n  a n d

Reformed) min is ters beginning

i n  1 8 5 9 . " '  I n  1 8 6 4 ,  a  p a r c e l  o f

l and  u 'as  ob ta incd  on  b -os te rs

Meado'r,r. Road, and the corner-

s tone  r . r ' as  I : r i d  f o r  S t .  Pau l ' s

G e r m a n  E v a n g e l i c a l  C h u r c h .

L i k e  S t .  B o n i f a c e  C a t h o l i c

C h u r c h ,  w h i c h  e v e n t u a l l y

movcd to a location a fer., hun-

dred feet south of its Protestant

n c i g h b o r ,  S t .  P a u l ' s  w a s  a n

i m p o r t a n t  s c , c i a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l

addition to the comnrunitv.

A t t e n d i n g  c h u r c h  s e r v i c e s

was, however, only part o{: hor'".

German immigrants spcnt  thc i r

S u n d a y s .  T h e i r  E n g l i s h  a n d

D u t c h  p r e d e c e s s o r s  k e p t  a n

a u s t e r e  S a b b a t h  a n d  w e r e

appa l l ed  b . v  how the  Gc rmans

move<]  l rom church to thc beer

ha l l s  anc ' l  bee r  ga rdens  where

f a m i l y  a n d  l r i e n c l  g a t h e r e d

together  wi th music and nrerr i -

ment .  Kar l  Theodor Gr ies inger

spent thc l ive years from lB52 to

lBSZ  i n  t he  Un i ted  S ta tes  and

c o m m e n t e d  o n  w h a t  h c

observed in the ( ]erman neigh-

borhoods of New York City.

O n  S u n d a v  t h e  r n o v e m e n t

i n  t h c  s t r c c t s  i s  l i k e  t h a t  i n  a

doveco t c .  Peop le  go  f ' r o rn  t he

inn  t o  t he  chu rch  and  back  t o

the irrn again. Everybody wears

h i s  S u n d a v  c l o t h e s  a n d  i s  i n

h i gh  sp i r i t s .  I n  t he  a f t e rnoon ,

o n  d a v s  w h e n  t h e  w e a t h e r  i s

good, a lmost  everybody leaves

torvn and goes on a picnic.  On

Sunda-y night  there is  st i l l  more

merr i rnent  in Klr in)eul ,chla i l .

T h e  i n n s  a r e  c r o u , d e d ,  c v c n

rv i th, .n,ome n.

The re  i s  mus i c ,  i n  sp i t e  o f

t he  l a * ' s  aga ins t  mak ing  no i se

on  Sunday . "

It is not known r.r 'ho of'f 'ered

h i s  f a rm .ya rd  as  t he  f i r s t  bee r

garden in Fosters Mead<lrv, but

i t  i s  c a s y  t o  i m a g i n e  h o w  i t

u,ould have worked. The f'arm-

e rs  t ook  the i r  marke t  wagons

brimming r,r ' i th tresh produce to

the market in Brooklyn, only to

return empty af ter  the vegeta-

b l e s  w e r e  s o l d .  T h e  e m p t y

wagon '"vas quickly loaded with

a b; r r re l  o f  f resh brewed beer

wrapped  i n  i ce  and  bu r l ap .  I n

the second hal f  o f  the l9 th cen-

tu r . y ,  B rook l yn  t oge the r  w i t h

n e a r b y  W i l l i a m s b u r g  a n d

B u s h w i c k ,  w a s  t h e  b r e w i n g

capital of America.r2 Most of the

b rewer ies  a re  l ong  fo rgo t ten ,

bu t  t he re  a re  two  tha t  man t ,

N e w  Y o r k e r s  s t i l l  r e m e m b e r

today :  L iebmann ' s  Rhe ingo ld

Brewery  and  the  F  &  M

Schaefer Brewing Company. B-1.

the 1850i, professionals arrived

in the area to provide German-

flavored food and drink to resi-

den ts  and  t rans ien ts  a l i ke .  I n

F r a n k l i n  S q u a r e ,  L u d * ' i e

Sch roehe r  and  An ton  S taa tz

ope ra ted  ho te l s  each  bea r i ng

their name on either side of the

Hemps tead  &  Jama ica  P la *k

R o a d .  N o w ,  t h e  d e n i z e n s  o f

Fosters Meadow would have a

p r o p e r  p l a c e  t o  s p e n d  t h e i r

Sunday afternoons. Both hote{s

wou ld  change  ownersh ip  and

LONG ISLAND

A n  I l l u s r r a t c d  l l i s r o r l .

klited By
Robc* B MacXay ud Richard F. Welch

LONG ISLAND
An Illustrated Flistorv

Ildited by

Robert B. MacKay and

Richard E Welch

AurHoRna'rn'B

S u prR-Br.y I lt-usrnarBo

Own 400 psoros &296 PAcEs

r6 LoNc Isrelvo Fonuna o SUMMER 2O$t



.€Barnes ( to the Hol ' fman Hote l

sxc i  Kalb l {ote l ,  respect ive ly) ,

r 4 rp  t  l vou  l d  re rna in  im  po r tan t
'aemial gathering places unti l the

tr93CI 's . ' '  C)r 'er  the .vears,  other

hurrels rvould ber established by

d*scendants of ' the or ig inal  set-

fE * r s ,  mos t  no tab l . y  He r rnan  s

E{stel and dre Floeffher Hotel.

As more Cerm;rn-lrorn imrni-

S:?'ants arrived in the area, thev

sel up the other estabiishments

neces$ar.y to support the fbrmers

a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  l n  I  B 5 B ,

Joseph I toeckel 's  son,  Joseph,

opened a Srocerv store to cater

to thc local necrcls.'oCarl Goeller

arr ivcd in  Foste rs  Meadow in

lBZl  and opened a b lacksmith

shop. He eventually began man-

ufbcturing wagons and many of

the market wagons used by local

f a rmers  r ve re  made  b . y  h im . ' '

Key to Fosters M.eadow secur-

ing its place as the local ccnter

f o r  G e r m a n  c u l t u r e  w a s  t h e

a r r i va l  o f l  F r i ed r i ch  W i l he lm

Germs, the i lrst headmaster of

St. IJonif'ace Schc,ol. lllhe school

vtas opened in the basement  of

thc church building in 185/ and

the r :es idents could have thei r

chi ldren educated not  only  in

church doctr ine and the three

R's, but also in German culture

and language. Cerms, rvho w'as

also the local doctor, continued

in that role lor the next tu'entv-

t7Lr:Nc Isrnr{n FoRuna . SUMMER 2OOl



Upcomrxc EvENTS,{r

6tpu,e6
Suxnavs,

12:00p, l t  lo 3:00p, l t
l,-Rnn, BUT DoN,\*noNS cLADIy r\c'cEprEt)

Sepr. | & 2
Cnanr Farn

Sr. J.r.lrris CExun,rl Sron^c

Ocrosrn 6 & 7
ANNunr Fhu- FBsuvar

Dnul,wELLs ErHr.t

Nolr3-DBc.30
Houp,qv Snownousr, & Socrar

DEnt,wELr,s Flp;rr
5.i5 pr.:n r'rinsoN r:()R I{oLl r'r\\' S(x)r,"\L

Cnn
631-862-6080

VclLLi Nt'tr:t;HS N nuDri;lr
I l '  r '<lu AIIL IN't 'uRtis'fED, pLEASE coNTACrTouR

VOI,UNTEI.R CX)ORDIN,{I 'OR,
K,r Ner.r,rr.r,,rr 631 854 3733

Srr ouR AD oN pAGE r'oR 15 non Brocn-rprrrEs oN Smco

f ive years. In l886, the Sisters ol:

Sa in t  Domin i c  a r r i vcd  to  t ake

o v e r  r c s p o n s i b i l i t v  f o r  t h e

school. They dre*. students not

j us t  f r om the  immed ia te  a rea ,

but took in weekly boarding stu-

dents rvho lived too far ar,r,ay to

commute dail;r 'o

T h e  G e r m a n  i n f l u e n c e  i n

Fosters Meado'* '  cont inued to

bui ld  dt r r ing the la t ter  par t  o l l

I8

the l9ttl centur.y Not only was

therc an in f lux of  recent  immi-

g r ; r n t s  d r a w n  t o  t h e  f a m i l i a r

l if 'estyle, but the children o{ thc

earl.v :rrriv:rls marricd and start-

ed f 'arnil ies and farn-ts of thcir

o w n .  A n d ,  w ' h ; r t  p r o d i g i o u s

f a m i l i e s  t h e y  w e r e .  . l o h n

H o f f m a n  a n d  E v a  K r e i s c h e r

h a d  s e v e n t e e n  c h i l d r e n .

F red r i ck  Re i se r t  and  Ann : r

Ricchtcr  had thc same number.

Double-d ig i t  o f lspr ing were not

excep f i ona l  among  these  [ ' a rm

families. Some f'elt that the mos1.

e l ' f i c i e n t  l v a v  t o  o b t a i n  f a r m

h a n d s ' i ' a s  t o  p r o d r " r . , e  s c t , r s .

Un io r t r rna te l . . v ,  t he  h igh  ch i l d

m o r t ; r l i t . y  r a t e  o f ' t h e  t i m e

lvorked against them.

Torvards the end ol the nine-

teenth cerlturv, ["osters Mea<lor.r '

changed li 'om more <>l a German

c o m n r u n i t y  t o  I n o r e  o l  ; l

G e r m  a n  -  A m  e  r i c a n o n e .

H o ffm an n ;rn cl I- ' l  e rm:rnn

droppcd the last "n" l:rorrr their

names.  Umlauts r , r 'ere replaced

b .y  an  add i t i ona l  l e t t e r  "e "  o r '

d r o p p e c l  a l t o g e t h e r .  J o h a n n ,

Andreas and Wi l l re lm becanre

. J o h n ,  A n d r e u ,  a n d  \ \ r i l l i a m .

Some names  changed  to ta l l v :

J o h a n n  M a r z  b e c a m e  J o h n

M a r c h ,  a n d  F r a n z  B e c k e r

becamc Frank Baker.  Even thr

namc of the vil lage changcd. In

lBB2,  an appl icat ion was made

to rhe Post O{fice l)epartment

t o  e s t a b l i s h  a n  o f f i c e  i n  t h s

n e u ' l y  r e n a m e d  v i l l a g e  * f

Dlmont.r '- H<lr.r,ever, the nanr*s

Fos te rs  Mear lo rv  and  E lmon t

would be ,rsecl interchangeablu

for the next twentv .years. Bu.{

the presenc,e a. td in f ' luence *$

the German language, taught nt,

St. Bonilace School and used ir*

the church serv ices,  remained

s t rong .  U  n iq  ue l y  Germar * .

American social traditions cos*-

t inued to f lour ish in  the are*-

R o b c r t  S a p p c l t ,  a  f a r m e r  i w
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]5,:,.,.:-sfieid, l<ept extensive diaries of' both worlc{

,e* :* t r  lo , :a l  events f rom l8Z0 to 1923.  From l88 I

; - : : : , : i ; {h  1906,  he noted t l re  annual  shoot ing contest
.ns: rh* \bung Farmcrs Light Guard .(in 1893, {irst

,  
t n

-  * - -  ' . , .as 55 and a ron o l  l 'er t i l izcr) .  I l i l i t ia  orga-

m, i : r * . i r - i t rns \ ,vere extremely popular  in  German-

;Er,.i{.tar7 neighborhoods at that t irne not so much

$.1.  = i l i tary readiness,  but  ibr  the socia l  aspects of

*.h'cr:t ing contcsts, dri l l ing and wearing handsome
,*r,:,:tt iu:srnts. Certainly singing societies wouId havc
r ; L i ' . a n  p o p u l a r  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  a s  f ' o u n d  i n  t h e

!€.:,:.:::.,tta) Llc)rr/ irttt: description ol' a meeting at

I t i ' *  Xaib [ ]o tc l  in  Fran]<l in  Sqr , rare in  1909. ' '

S l rnont  reached i ts  peak as a center  of  German-

. , lnzer ican cui tura l  in l luence at  the turn o{ : the 2Oth

; / i f tEar) / .  The 1900 census noted over  800 Gcrman
,* , r  Gerrnan-Amer ican indiv iduals in  the enumera-

t rL,*sr  d is t r ic t  that  inc luded Elmont .  Over 350 more
vyare in  Frankl in  Sqt ,arc. 'n  Some chi ldren of  the
,,:,riginal settlers had already moved to surrounding
'', ' i?l i"gcs sr.rcl.r as Floral Park, Litt le NecI<, Queens
f  i?1age,  New Hyde Park,  and Cedarhurst  in  pur-

:,; it of open f'armland, but St. Boniirace would con-

aizzue to p.,l l  thern back fbr church and school. 
' fhe

g:r rp of ' that  in f lucncc would looscn wi th the estab-

iishment of nearbv Catholic parishes rvith a signifr-
,f,,1nt number of German-Americans in New Hyde

Fark (1893),  Queens Vi l lage (1896),  Val ley Stream

i 1902),  and Frankl in  Square (1908).  Elmont  i tse l f
uu'*ruld retain its charactcr unti l the 1950's and the

rub-div is ion of  most  of  thc rcrnain ing farms into
r*s ident ia l  neighborhoods.  Today,  i t  is  d i {hcul t  to
r lnd any remain ing German inf luence in Eimont ,

*ther than in the churchyards of St. Boniface and

5t .  Pauls,  where the great  grandchi ldren of  the
early settlers sti l l  come home to be buried.

Paul W. Hof/ntan \irc,, in ,Ianredport. Eiqht o.f hi,'

a'e a t - q rc a t -.q rrut )1t a re n tt,,I oa c p h H o.ffi n a n n an7 C,z ro /i.n a
{}tigcr, Johann ,il,Iar: an) Ern GeL,, Nicklnu., KrcLrclter
*.n) Gcrtru) Brckcr, Fric?rich Rcurert an| ,Margare tha

Knoblauch, t,(ra antong the origt.nal Gernta,, ,rettlcra ol
Foller.r Mea)op,
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l. Richard A. \\/insche , Tltr t'{i'tot1t ol'Nallau

C or t rtty C ont rn rtn I t V P/acc -* an rc,,...( Interlaken, NY:

1999 ) ,  p .  30 .

'). Sclertth Ccn,,n, oJ'tha Unital Statc,, 1850,

Popu la t i on  Schedu les ,  r , a r i ous .

3.  Char les Reichman,  
' "The 

Main Plank Roads of

Western Long Island," Lorqq L'kni Forunr, Vol. LIII

No.  4,  pp.  136-142.

4.  Deeds,  Oueens County,  NY, L ibers 82-182.

5. i{crr,)lork Cty Dircctory (f)oggett's, Tiow's) 1813-

1855,  var ious.

6. Eighth Crr,,r.., o.l' tha [/nitd State,t, 1860,

Populat ion Schcdulcs,  var ious.

7. St. Boniface Church Records, Elmont, NY.
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The lfrhy i1 lJifi.'...( Franklin
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