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Farming That Will Pay You
‘A Profit in 1924

THAT can I doto make By L. E. Call

my farming a success?
This question is one Crops and Soils Editor of Farm and Fireside, farmer, and agronomist
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rule they were abundant, but because study. Some of them
crops were marketed at a low price may be worthy of our
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ased. But how much help
n will conditions turn for the bet- can you and I expect
nd how will improvement be from any one of them
ght about? These are questions that alone or from all of
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nately an answer is mere speculation. making our particular
ory teaches us that we do not recover farming business a -
kly from severe business depressions. success this season?
beginning of better times is slow and Not very much.
1 imperceptible, but improvement Of course, anything
ers momentum as we go. that helps farming in ’
ill help the most of us to take the general helps our busi-
ude of mind that, while conditions ness. We should be
improve and the worst is probably interested in it. We
nd, we are prepared for
ege arnd are ready to This is a picture of L. E. Call
tle down for a long hard
ht if necessary.
We know that to reach
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a profit well above the average.
“If farming pays a good living to the average
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{  How We Built' Our Farm
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Out of a Swamp

By Mrs. Fredericl; Reisert

Of Valley Stream, L. I., New York

Y HUSBAND and I, as bride
and groom, began to farm here,
. near Valley Stream, New York,1n
1876, on 75 acres of rented swamp land-
Gince then we have raised and provided
farms for seven of our eight sons. Our
total acreage now is 230, mostly swamp,
all in truck, and producing about $175,000
worth of food a year. .
We built our home, our family, and our
farms by having from the first a definite
lan, and then by working and saving
ard to fulfill it. It is a great satisfaction
to me to look back over nearly fifty years
f effort and see that our plan has been
arried out and our purpose accomplished.
Our earliest objective, of course, was to
make a good home by making a success of
arming. But our determination to change
_a swamp into a paying farm was founded
n our desire to provide farms for our
growing boys and keep them at home. We
had eight sons. Seven of them now live
" on and operate their own farms, which
have been carved out of the 230 acres,
_ mostly swamp, which we acquired piece
by piece, cleaned up, and drained.

The most common reason why farm
boys leave home is that they see a better
opportunity elsewhere. We kept our boys
- at home by making the home attractive
and providing an opportunity to make a
success here. But this opportunity lay
hidden in a swamp so densely wooded that
I have known men to get lost in it. It re-
_ quired some foresight and determination
to change the swamp from a forest to a
truck garden. The beginnings of this
undertaking were not encouraging. If we
had not had a plan and a purpose, and if
we had not been willing to work and save,
our story would not have the happy end-
_ing that it does have for us. :

HEN Mr. Reisert and I were married

we rented 735 acres from Mr. Reisert’s
stepmother. This was in 1876. Much of
this land was swamp, but part of it was
cleared and grew such crops as corn, cab-
bage, peas, turnips, and a few potatoes.
It was 16 miles to Washington Market,
New York City,

badly.

until seven years later,
when we bought the farm
and paid half down on it.

There were many
things to handicap us in
those first years of strug-
gle. Manure was hard to
get, and we did not have
the ready money to buy
it. Like most other
farmers in those days, we
knew very little about
the use of commercial
fertilizers and chemicals,
particularly nitrate of
soda. Consequently we
often had poor crops.

THE long haul to mar-
ket was tedious and
wearing on both men
and horses, and often-
times the market would
be glutted with what we
had to sell. Our capital
did not enable us to buy
tools and make improve-
ments that were needed
But we per-
severed, worked hard, |
and saved what we could.”

How slowly these ~sav-

ings accumulated is
shown by the fact that

we did not have this first

75 acres paid for in full
until 1895—nineteen
years from the time we
started. But all this time
I had my mind on the
rest of that swamp, for I
knew it would grow’
market garden crops
once it was cleared and
graded and drained.

In 1895 we bought an adjoining 65
acres. Of course, this meant another
mortgage and another period of struggle
and saving to pay it off. My husband’s
health gave out, and I took charge. But
our boys were helping by that time.

In fact, from then

and the roads were
so bad that it was
necessary to send
two teams with
the market wagon
as far as Jamaica.
After they reached
the horse-car
tracks one team
would come back.
Qur combined
 capital consisted of
$500, which I had
saved from work-
ing out, and $400
that Mr. Reisert
had inherited from
his father’s estate,
although he did
not actually get
this inheritance

petence.

story.

Do It Yourself

00 many people now
are asking the Gov-
ernment to
their success and their
prosperity, thereby ad-
mitting their own incom-
Mrs.
asked nothing—she
worked and saved, and
she made a 230-acre
swamp into a profitable
truck garden.
The Editor.

on until they ran
their own farms,
one or another of
the boys was man-
ager.

As soon as we
could we bought 20
acres more, mak-
ing a total of 160
acres—all but the
center of the
swamp, which was
owned in tracts of
varying sizes by a
number of differ-
ent people who
‘had wood lots
there. We had to
have these wood
lots too. Otherwise
we could not drain

guarantee

Reisert

Read her

i

Mrs. Frederick Reisert

Who tells here how she and her husband set a
goal forty years ago, and how they planned and
worked until they made their dream a reality. Now
they and their seven boys own 230 acres of land
on Long Island, within 16 miles of Broadway, that
produces $175,000 worth of garden truck every year

our own land. And all the time values
were going up. Our first 75 acres cost
us about $85 an acre. The second pur-
chase cost $125 an acre; the third,
$200, the fourth, $260; and finally
we paid $350 an acre for the last five acres
in the center of the swamp.

IT IS easy to set this all down now. But
after we had paid for the first 75 acres it
took twenty years to buy, stub, grade,
and drain the balance of the swamp.
course, all this meant a great deal of ex-
pense. Stubbing alone cost us about $150
an acre. Grading and ditching and pip-
ing were also very expensive. But it was
paid for out of the crops as we went along,
though sometimes we would have to be
patient and hold up a job until we had the
money to finish it. Our purpose remained
steadfast; our effort never let up; and
finally the job was completed.

Surely we are justified in feeling proud
of the result of forty years of planning,
working, and saving. Our faith in the old
swamp was justified too, for it is a won-
derful place to grow market garden
crops. The soil (Continued on page 55)
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‘EARN BIG
MONEY

at Home-in your spare time
to meet extra household expenses

to buy new furniture, clothés, a car,
a home of your own!

If you failed to grasp the opportunity
told about on page 41 of the February, 1924,
Farm and Fireside, mail the coupon below at
once. You could be earning money now!
Every day’s delay means money lost.

5 Year Income
Guaranteed

vlfou do no canvassing. You
simply make our standard
%  “Homeknit” Socks on a Steber
&t High-speed Family Knitter. We
furnish all the yarn free and
guarantee to buy all the socks
you make for five years. We
pay in cash a rate so liberal per
dozen that you can really eam
enough money in your spare
time to buy things you need and
desire.  Let us make you finan~
cially independent for five years
or more.

Steber Mch. Co., 138 Steber Bldg., Utica, N. Y.
Sign your Declaration of Independence!

l_‘:ALUABLE COUPON
Steser Macuine CompaNy, ]
' 3 138 Steber Bldg., Utica, N. Y. 7
% 1 enclose 2 cents to cover cost of mailing l
l booklet of full particulars, how I can make ]
money in my spare time under your guaran-
[ teed income plan. This does not obligate

Socks

me 1 any way,

You are sure of a square deal if

you mention Farm and Fireside

in answering advertisements.
: = ——

s
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= Eels, Mink, Muskrats and other
a c s fur-bearing_animals, in large
3 9 numbers, with my New, Fold-
ing, Galvanized Wire Mesh Traps. They catch them
like & fly-trap catches flies. Madein all sizes. ~ Strong and
durable. Write today for Descriptive Price List, and my
Free booklet on best baits for attracting fish and animals.

J.F.GREGORY, Dept, 170, Lebanon, Mo.

low price:
nd easy terms on latest
model Stump Pullers.

Big Money in“Princess Radium”

ﬁ'gx_nd for my proposition. I pay men and women
£75.00 weekly to as high as $36.00 per day for either
:s_ll or spare time help. No experience necessary.
{\.c]l “PRINCESS RADIUM LINGERIE.” Miss
Girace James averugfd $36.00 a day, spare time; R.
G, Thompson earned $33.00 in one day. You can do
as well. We tell you how.
ROBERTS-FRANK & COMPANY

1733 Irving Park Bivd. Dept. D-13  Chicago

== e

Eels, Mink, Muskrats and

a c other animals in large num-

Z % 9 bers SURE — with our new
fOWmF. galvanized Steel Wire Traps. They catch
them like a fly trap catches flics. Write for our FREE TRAP
offer, bargain catalog of Fishermen’s Supplies and booklet
on hest lure known for catching all kinds of fish. Agts. wtd.
WALTON SUPPLY CO., Dcpt. 29, St.Louis, Mo.

This is another picture of Mrs. Rei-

sert. We've heard it said that too
much hard work makes a person bit-
ter—but to Mrs. Reisert it seems
to have brought nothing but happy
motherhood and peaceful old age

Out of a Swamp
(Continued from page 1I)

itself is sand, but there is mixed with this
sand the accumulation of centuries of leaf
mold and other decayed vegetation. With
our drainage pipes we can practically con-
trol the supply of moisture, backing up
the water duning a dry spell, or letting 1t
out if there is plenty of rain.

Seven of our sons now have their homes
and their farms here, where only a com-
paratively few years ago was an almost
impenetrable swampy forest. Here they
take off truck-load after truck-load of
spinach, lettuce, and celery—which are
the three principal crops—as well as mi-
nor crops, such as cabbage, carrots, beans,
and sweet corn.

A few years ago my husband and I
turned all the farming over to the boys,
although he has regained his health and
still works nearly every day with them.
A little later we had the land surveyed,
built good roads through it, and deaided
to divide it up while we are still here Our
sons now own their farms, and we have
laid aside enough for oursebves to see us
through.

As I look back I know that there was no
short cut. The long road was the only
one. We must work and save, and make
a good plan and fulfill 1t.

Two Shirts for the Cost of -One
(Continued from page 22)

light-colored sports silk might have
sleeves of white silk banded at the bottom
with the dress goods. A navy-blue crépe
would go well with a printed crépe in
tones of navy and tomato-red or navy and
beige or navy and gray. A cloth dress
might have sleeves of heavy crépe silk
in some such contrast as beige silk or gray
on a navy, or the sleeves might match in
color.

Spots and Tears: When spots won't
come out cover them up with appliqué or
embroidery. Ihave known three rows of
cross-stitching down the side front of a
waist to cover up a stubborn grease spot.
A fold of material may serve the same
purpose. A navy silk frock that was torn
at the side back had the darned place
covered with two folds of the goods lined
with white and attached at one edge.
They ran from the waistline to the hern.

1
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FARM AND [I'IRESIDE

ARMY SPECIALS!

Send no money—pay on arrival. Examine good#
and if you are net more than satisfied with your
bargain, we will gladly return your money.

@Guaranteed
months wear
1-S-Field
Shoe

$2.98

Sizes
5 to 12

U.S. Army Field Shoes. Made of the best leather obtain-
able, soft toe, bellows tongue; glove finish inside; solid
leather counter. Three full super quality soles, almost
impossible to wear them out. Sizes 6 to 12. Special
price Plus Postage $2.98.

ARMY HOB NAIL SHOES

same as above but have hob nails in sole $3 25
and heel. Sizes 7 to 12. $3.25 Plus Postage. L

ARMY CAMPAIGN

i :
1} NATION/
129 HATS \\r
(] ’ I :
PLUS .
POSTAGE -
H O
Genuine U. S. Army Campaign Hats made of pure wool 4 5
felt. A very serviceable and practical hat for farmers, # Down
campers and Boy Scouts. = The best grade of wool felt was - 2 H-P. v
used in making these hats. Sizes 64 to 74. Packed in cor- kil
rugated containers and delivered in Serfcct condition (Throttling
Easily worth 3 times our price of $1.28 Plus Postage.

Easy Terms or
built. Burnske
wer at will

U.S.Sarvace Co.

: agneto. Ot}

WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG = FR E
St.Paul oeerra Minn, Bl
BURBANK SEEDS KINKADE |

Are Standard

{A Practical, Proy
The wonderful new A A

% Cultivator for "t

the World Oper

and ‘'Molten Fire” surpass all easily grown annual plants in Suburbanites,
their brilliant. all summer color effects which have ever been Florists, Fruit
produced or introduced or known during the'past 2.000 years, Nurserymen & L:
More than 100,000 people during the past summer have o i
admired them on my grounds. Ak for Bulletin 67. . American Farm i
LUTHER BURBANK Santa Rosa, Calif. 2571 University .
Minneapolis

TIRES
HOLES

A new punctw
by aMr. E. S.
was punctured
wonderful new
12,000 miles, ¢
riding a real p
ordinary tube.
Chicago, want
making a speci

Merry Gardn Auto Cultivator

DOES

THE WORK

OF FOUR
MEN

Cultivates, Harrows, Discs, Plows,
Rakes and Weeds.
Price $135 £. 0. b. Cleveland, Ohio

The Federal Foundry Supply Co.
: Cleveland, Ohio

ted,s lndi
ngs, 14l 1
at Rock-l?ogt'i
better quality

Edward

bave great du
20 years’ servi

Oh, Boy!

Money and Prizes
for You

I have openings for some live-wire boys, between the
ages of 8 and 15, who want to earn their own spending
money, get some dandy prizes, and build up a regular
puying business of their own.

Write me to-night
JIM THAYER

Box 307, Madison Square Station
Dept. 3, New York City, N. Y.

LOW PRIC
Lowest prices
Fire-Proof St
up any place.
Garage Book,
THE EDWAI

408-458 Pike
ST AR

£




